[Progressive cone dystrophy: electrophysiological changes in female carriers].
The authors evaluated a family with X-linked progressive cone dystrophy and special attention was paid to female carriers. Twenty-four members of the family were examined. One generation II--male and five generation III--males were affected. Two generation II--females who, in each case had affected children, but who were asymptomatic, underwent electrophysiological evaluations. The electroretinograms were found to be subnormal in both patients with alterations of cone-mediated responses and color vision. The discovery of abnormalities in female carriers emphasized the necessity of systematically performing electroretinography, together with color vision testing and pedigree examination, when assessing so called sporadic cone dystrophy or in cases where the modes of inheritance are not clear.